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Storyline

A young character, Roman(e), whose gender is not clear, tries to escape from her/
his fate, by travelling through the world, and his/her own feelings. The character will 
journey in a timeless setting. 

Présentation

« Roman(e) is a modern opera, and explores the multiple possibilities of  that genre.  
Its libretto is a mosaic of operatic arias by great past composers 
(Monteverdi, Mozart, Bizet, Verdi, Wagner, Offenbach, Strauss...). 

These arias are rearranged under unexpected forms, such as electro, pop, rock music. 
Therefore, the different themes of this opera are those that have been much explored by classical and 

romantic Opera: Death, wandering, love, travel…

Goals and artistic intentions 

Our goal in writing this show was to arouse curiosity in the public, who has come to discover 
or rediscover the great operatic arias. 

It is a web, that we wanted to spin, creating links between different periods of music history, 
between the music of the past, and the music of our time. 
We have decided to keep the original melody lines and languages, and to rewrite, rearrange the 
harmonies and musical style, so that they would fuse with modern pop music. 

The opera “Roman(e)” is also an artistic and educational tool (see the annexes) for teachers. It 
allows them to touch upon the subject of classical music, but through 
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Genesis

After a ten year collaboration with the Lyon Opera House Cultural Development 
Department, the two arrangers, Thierry Beaucoup and Frédéric Balsarin have gained a 

solid experience in the art of rewriting operas. 
Indeed, they have rearranged Don Giovanni, Le Nozze di Figaro, 

Der Kaiser von Atlantis, Douce et Barbe Bleue (I. Aboulker), 
Sunken Garten (M. Van der Aa). 

Writing this original show came to them as an authentic desire, 
a necessity and an exciting challenge.    



SYNOPSIS

ACTE I 
Scene 1 Puccini, Madame Butterfly, Final, (language: italian)
Roman(e)’s mother is going through a personal tragedy, and asks her/him to leave and start living his/her 
own life. The mother commits suicide. 

Scene 2 Montéverdi, Orféo, Tu se morta, mia vita, ed io respiro , (language: italian)
Shattered to pieces by pain, Roman(e) cries out her love for her dead mother. 

Scene  3 Wagner, The Flying Dutchman, Aria of the Dutchman (language : German)
In the depths of her despair, the character doesn’t know what to do, wanders, tries in vain to meet with a 
death that always seems to escape her.

ACTE II
Scene 4 Catalani, La Wally Ebben, (language : italian)
In order to escape from her tragic fate, Roman(e) goes on a journey, looking for a new life.

Scene 5 Offenbach, La belle Hélène, Chœur et chanson d’Oreste, Dansons, aimons, buvons, 
(language : french)
During her/his journey, the character decides to have some fun, and goes to a party.

Scene 6 Strauss, Der Rosenkavalier, Love Duet, (language : German)
During this festivity, Roman(e) encounters her/his soulmate. It is love at first sight. 

ACTE III
Scene 7 Verdi, La Traviata, Duet Violetta and Germond, “Non sapete” (language italian)
Roman(e) confesses her love to her lover’s father. The father is strongly opposed to this relationship, and is 
determined to prevent it from happening.

Scene 8 Haendel, Rinaldo, Lascia ch’io pianga, (language: italian)
Roman(e)’s love tries one last time to get approval from her/his father, and asks him to let them enjoy their 
destiny. 
 
Scene 9 Gounod, Roméo et Juliette, wedding scene, (language : french)
The father refuses to change his mind, and the couple decides to get married in secret.

Scene 10 Verdi, Rigoletto, SI vendetta, tremenda vendetta, (language : italian)
The father refuses to change his mind, and the couple decides to get married in secret.

FINAL
Scene 11 Leoncavallo, Pafliacci, duet Nedda-SIlvio, lan &  Mozart, Die Entführung aus dem Serail 
(languages, italian & German)  
Dying or running away, what solution is left? 
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Thierry Beaucoup 
Artistic Director 
(Saxophone, keyboard, voice, laptop, compositions) 

Thierry Beaucoup is a saxophone player and composer. 
He’s constantly building and developing his musical language, 
by working with different artists and projects. 
To him, live performances are essential, and he is currently 
the artistic director of many different projects, mixing his 
work with movement (traditional and contemporary danc-
ing), Vjing and other artistic ways of expression. 

He is a teacher in Pop Music (State Diploma). He teaches in 
the Villeurbanne and St Fons Conservatoires. 
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Gilles Chabrier 
(Stage director)

Comedian, stage director, artistic co-director of Collectif7

  A former student of the Comédie de Saint-Etienne, Gilles Chabrier was  
 stage director for the show “Escurial” by Michel de Ghelderode, and “La Waldstein”  
          by Jacques-Pierre Maette, for the company “Le rouge des phlox” in the Rond-Poind           
Theatre in Valréas, and in the Tourtour Theatre in Paris. 
For the Gerard Phillippe Theatre in Villeurbanne, he presented “Isma” by Nathalie Sarraute 
and “Décadence” by Steven Berkoff, with a reprise in a Festival (“Backstage Festival”) of the 
Comédie de Saint-Etienne. 
Directly after he joigned the Collectif 7, he created “Ce doit être tentant d’être Dieu” a 
rewriting of “Heart of Darkness” by Joseph Conrad. He also staged in 2009 his own adap-
tation of “La tête vide”, from the novel by Raymond Guérin, in the Comédie de Saint-Etienne 
and in the Aquarium Theatre in November 2009 in Paris. 

In 2012, he finalized his “Projets-Ploutos”, a tryptique that was a rewriting of Aristophane 
works. In January 2013, he created “Péchés d’Italie” for the “Choeurs et Solistes de Lyon – 
Bernard Tétu”. 
In 2016, he staged “Cassandre on the road” by Lina Prosa, and “The Invisibles” by Claudia 
Galea, 2 texts that had never been played in France. 
Then in 2017, he worked with the musicians of the “Piano Ambulant” on a spoken opera, 
with music by Kurt Weill, on a libretto by Georg Kaiser. 
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Roxane Choux 
(Vocals)

Roxane Choux explores styles and arts, and their possible encounter.  
She is deeply interested in contemporary music and arts, and seeks to 
explore how the art of opera can adapt to our modern times, can touch 
more contemporary themes, and can reach modern social and musical 
challenges. 

She is also interested in the multiple possibilities of the vocal tract, from 
operatic singing, screaming, growling, jazz singing or whistle register. 

She began her studies in an intensive children’s choir. She then studied 
choir conducting, piano and operatic singing in Lyon and in Lausanne. 
She sang in the “Orbital Choir” of the Cod.Act Company which played a 
performance in the Swiss House during the Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro in 2016. She sings Kate in the musical “Kiss me Kate” by Cole 
Porter in 2017 in Genève, and is among the creators and singers of 
the female vocal ensemble “Ensemble Diaphane”, specialized in modern 
and contemporary music. She also sings and composes in the jazz band 
“Cymone” in Lyon. 

Romain Baret
(guitare,, Fx)

Guitarist and composer, Founding member of the Pince 
Oreilles collective. Romain models a world where rock, pop, 

jazz and electro mix in his projects and his creations

        He works with his own trio and creates a dynamic
         of  musical research since 2010, this band records

        2 albums“Split Moments” (Label Pince-Oreilles, 2013), 
and   “Naissance de l’Horizon”  (2017).  

He also participates in many artistics projects,                  
thus cultivating a stylistic diversity. 

Both sideman or replacement in many
groups of various styles he participates in

numerous recordings and plays on
most beautiful jazz scenes



Alain Lecante 
(Electric bass FX)

A self-taught bassist from Lyon, Alain Lecante sculpted his playing 
along the various musical creation projects he participated in: 
Funk Jazz, Latin music, African music, Electro-Jazz or Pop-Folk. 
He also played in cover bands: Motown-Soul, Funk, Cuban music. 

As his colleagues Frédéric Balsarin and Thierry Beaucoup, he be-
came active in the Cultural Development Department of the Lyon 
Opera House, when he joined the Company “l’Arbre à Têtes”. This 
experience gave him a better view of the accompaniment issues 
within a creation project that included many participants. His 
involvement in the new creative project “Roman(e)” was organic 
and obvious.

Laurent Falso 
(Drum FX)

A drummer from the Lyon Dante Agostini School, Laurent 
Falso has had numerous experiences within jazz bands, 
world music, rock projects or even with circus artists. 
He was engaged as sound engineer, on many albums and a 
short film (“Celui qui brûle”), which shows the polyvalence he 
has developed. He mixes drums and informatics, and is also 
a Pop Music teacher in the Plateau (Saint-Etienne). 

Laurent Falso has played with Dezoriental, Jaal, Jacques 
Helmus, Back to the Seventies, The World Tomorrow 
Circus Festival, The Baroque Circus, the Winter Circus and 
many others.
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Electro-jazz, dub, jungle, pop… “L’Arbre à 3 Têtes” develops a repertoire of compositions in its own style and sound. It has 
multiple influences. 
Its members show a fierce desire to play with machines as they would do with instrumentalists.

“L’arbre à 3 têtes” is a project that was born from the encounter of several musicians from the Lyon area. For many 
years, they had been playing together, in different contexts and many scenes.

It’s not accidentally that they joined forces, because their affinities allow to create an original repertoire, as well as a 
common sound where all four musicians (Balsarin, Beaucoup, Falso, Lecante) enjoy playing, and letting their influences 
speak through their music.

l’ARBRE à 3 TETES

Line Up

Stage Director : Gilles Chabrier

Vocals : Roxane Choux

Saxophones, laptop, keyboards, compositions : Thierry Beaucoup

Guitar, laptop, voice , compositions : Romain Baret

Bass FX : Alain Lecante

Drums FX : Laurent Falso
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Artistic and Cultural Educational Purpose 

Since “l’Arbre à 3 Têtes” was created, every creation has been imagined in resonance with an artis-
tic and cultural educational project (primary and secondary schools, conservatoires, music schools, 
adapted learning sections, Regionals Establishments of Adapted Education (SEGPA and EREA). 

“Roman(e)” offers a fresh reading of operatic arias, that can be a base for educational projects, un-
der many different forms : Meeting-concerts, public rehearsals, scores and recordings of the original 
pieces and their arrangement by the musicians can be provided, workshops on the repertoire with 
the classes…



DISCOGRAPHY

l’arbre à 3 têtes live

AmphiOpéra // Lyon
Fort en jazz  // Francheville
Jazz à Millau // Millau
Le Péristyle // Lyon
Jazz à VIenne // Vienne
Suivez le jazz //Lyon

Thierry Beaucoup

Mingo Fernandez y Sueño Latino / Sueño Latino (Playa Sound) / 1998
La marche des cartables / Mad Nomad Quartet / 1998
Le clin d’oeil du cyclope /  Mad Nomad Quartet / 1999 
Déhiléba / Apollos Amiibo (La chaudière production) / 2000
Genèse / Mad Nomad Quartet (Charlie Art Prod) / 2003
Semences / L’arbre à 3 têtes (autoproduction) / 2005
Live à la coursive / Mad Nomad Quartet  / 2006
L’ Arbre à 3 têtes live / L’ Arbre à 3 têtes / 2007 
Limaniya Live / Bebey Prince Bissongo (Playa Sound) / 2011
Lila derdeba / Alwane (Harmonia Mundi) / 2012
Humano mano / Les brûleurs de planches / 2016
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Studio de l’hermitage // Paris
Voiron Jazz Festival// Voiron
Amphi jazz // Opéra de Lyon
 Les Nuits Sonores // Lyon
La tannerie // Bourg en bresse

Centre Téo Argence // Saint Priest

...........

PAST CONCERTS

Semences 







 
 
 
Etablissement Public de Coopération Culturelle
Rue du Moulinet
CS 90451 – 38 501 Voiron Cedex
www.le-grand-angle.fr
04 76 65 93 00

 
Dossier suivi par :
Vincent Villenave

 
Objet : Lettre d’intérêt pour le projet
de création « Roman(e) »         

               Voiron, le 9 mai 2019
 

 
 


 
 
 
 
Frédéric, Thierry bonjour,
 
Comme suite à nos différents échanges, je vous confirme mon plus vif intérêt pour
votre prochaine création « Roman(e) ». J’envisage en effet de l’accueillir au Grand
Angle dans le cadre de la saison 2020 / 2021 pour une ou deux représentations.
 
Par ailleurs, j’envisage également la possibilité d’une aide à la création avec une
part de coproduction à déterminer ultérieurement. Dans ce cas, le montant sera
versé en 2020.
 
Vous souhaitant bonne réception, soyez assurés Frédéric, Thierry, de mes
sentiments chaleureux.

Bien cordialement,
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Le Directeur de l’EPCC Grand Angle
                                                                                       

       Vincent VILLENAVE  
                         

    
                

 

Frédéric Balsarin
Thierry Beaucoup
 
 
Compagnie
L’Arbre à trois têtes

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date



ADMINISTRATION
Association Les Brûleurs de Planches 

bruleursdeplanches@gmail.com 

ARTISTIC CONTACT
Frédéric Balsarin 

Tél : 00 33 (0)6 10 57 01 92 
Thierry Beaucoup  

Tél : 00 33 (0)6 74 08 22 00
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For any inquiries concerning a free price quotation or technical dossier, 
please send an e-mail to: operaromane@gmail.com


